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Presymptom Health Receives Additional Funding to Support its 

Trials of an Early Test for Sepsis

Medical technology company Presymptom Health has successfully closed its seed 
round funding to support the development of its pioneering blood test for the early 
detection of sepsis.

Presymptom Health’s diagnostic test builds on 
work originally researched over 10 years at the 
Defence Science and Technology Laboratory 
(Dstl). Initial trials in patients show it can predict 
the onset of sepsis in patients up to three days 
before symptoms appear, enabling clinicians 
to treat them much sooner and manage them 
more effectively.

This funding from Ploughshare Innovations and UK Innovation & Science Seed Fund 
will enable the company to complete clinical trials at several hospitals in the UK and 
advance the product towards registration and launch.  

The trial is ongoing at Portsmouth’s Queen Alexandra Hospital and led by 
clinicians from Portsmouth Hospitals University NHS Trust. At least two more sites 
are anticipated to go live during 2021, with up to 600 patients given the option to 
participate.

The current trials will last 12-18 months, and data collected will be independently 
assessed and used to refine and validate the test, which could be available for 
broader NHS use within two years. Presymptom Health is open to approaches from 
more hospitals to help expedite the research process.

Iain Miller, CEO at Presymptom Health, said:

“We are delighted to have reached this crucial stage and grateful to 
Ploughshare Innovations and UK Innovation & Science Seed Fund for their 
invaluable support which will enable us to maximise the impact of the trial and 
validate our data. This funding is vital to our work in confirming our test’s ability 
to provide early diagnosis of a disease which affects up to 49 million patients 
annually and causes up to 11 million deaths each year around the globe.”

25 August 2021
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A team led by  Mervyn Singer, Professor of Intensive Care 
Medicine at University College London, and Dr Roman 
Lukaszewski, Chief Diagnostic Officer at the Defence Science 
& Technology Laboratory (Dstl) of the UK Ministry of Defence, 
has just published the results of a pioneering sepsis study.

The publication: “Presymptomatic diagnosis of 
postoperative infection and sepsis using gene 
expression signatures” in the journal Intensive Care 
Medicine, represents the culmination of a 20+ year 
discovery program. This pioneering work highlights 
the potential for host response biomarker signatures to 
identify infection and/or sepsis up to 3 days in advance 
of clinical recognition, with accuracy up to 90%.

The underlying Dstl host-response technology is being developed by Presymptom 
Health under license from Ploughshare and the Ministry of Defence. Presymptom 
is currently conducting a multi-site UK NHS clinical trial (PRECISION) to validate its 
portfolio of genomic and protein-based tests.

Dr Iain Miller, CEO of Presymptom Health commented: 
“Presymptom congratulates Professor Singer, Dr Lukaszewski and their clinical and 
research colleagues on this important publication. We look forward to continuing 
the development of this important work and helping mitigate a clinical syndrome 
which claims 11 Million lives annually”.

About Presymptom Health
Presymptom Health is a pioneering medtech company focused on development 
diagnostic tests and predictive software to detect illnesses earlier to help save lives. 
Established in 2019, it was founded to exploit a ground-breaking innovation to detect 
sepsis in patients up to three days before symptoms appear. Presymptom Heath is 
developing a clinical diagnostic test portfolio which will include tests for use at both 
point-of-care and within central laboratory settings.
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https://link.springer.com/article/10.1007/s00134-022-06769-z
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